Abstract
International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at

I. Introduction
Freedom of navigation is one of the oldest and most recognized principles in the legal regime governing ocean space. It may safely be said that, since it was enshrined in the chapter 'De mare liberum' ('On the freedom of the sea') in the treatise-actually it was a legal opinion-of Hugo Grotius 'De iure praedae' of 1609, this principle constitutes one of the pillars of the law of the sea and was at the origins of modern international law.
2 It is still worth re-emphasizing the arguments Grotius advanced in defence of this principle. Amongst other things, he stated that the sea was the fundamental avenue for communication and cooperation among states and therefore such avenue should be free and not controlled by one state-in his time, this would have been Spain or Portugal. He further argued that a resource or an area which could be used by all without deterioration or depletion should not be monopolized by one state but should be open to all. And finally he argued that a state could only claim an area which it was able to administer and control effectively, emphasizing that no state could control the sea permanently and effectively. This latter argument may not be as convincing today as it was
